
 EARLY YEARS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 

Music • Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. • 
Explores the different sounds of instruments. • 
Explores what happens when they mix colours. • 
Experiments to create different textures. • 
Understands that different media can be combined to 
create new effects. • Manipulates materials to achieve 
a planned effect. • Constructs with a purpose in mind, 
using a variety of resources. • Uses simple tools and 
techniques competently and appropriately. • Selects 
appropriate resources and adapts work where 
necessary. • Selects tools and techniques needed to 
shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 
 
Early learning goal – exploring and using media and 
materials Children sing songs, make music and dance, 
and experiment with ways of changing them. They 
safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 
 
Nursery rhymes, songs, nativity, exploring different 
sounds, holding a beat 

Aims: ♣ perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a 
range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including 
the works of the great composers and musicians ♣ learn to sing and 
to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, 
use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress 
to the next level of musical excellence ♣ understand and explore 
how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations.  
 
Content: Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to: ♣ use their voices 
expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 
and rhymes ♣ play tuned and untuned instruments musically ♣ 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music ♣ experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music 
 
Using voices in pitch, identifying sounds, replicating sounds of an 
animal, using voices and bodies to make sounds, performing 
familiar songs to an audience (nativity).  Sea shanties. 
 

Aims: ♣ perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a 
range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including 
the works of the great composers and musicians ♣ learn to sing and 
to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, 
use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress 
to the next level of musical excellence ♣ understand and explore 
how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations.  
 
Content: Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to: ♣ use their voices 
expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 
and rhymes ♣ play tuned and untuned instruments musically ♣ 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music ♣ experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music 
 
Finding sound sources, composing and evaluating music, performing 
familiar songs to an audience (nativity).  Music days. 

Art • Create simple representations of events, people and 
objects. • Initiates new combinations of movement and 
gesture in order to express and respond to feelings, 
ideas and experiences. • Chooses particular colours to 
use for a purpose. • Introduces a storyline or narrative 
into their play. • Plays alongside other children who are 
engaged in the same theme. • Plays cooperatively as 
part of a group to develop and act out a narrative. 
 
Early learning goal – being imaginative Children use 
what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They 
represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and technology, art, music, dance, role 
play and stories. 
 
Colour mixing, different materials, clay 

Aims: ♣ produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording 
their experiences ♣ become proficient in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques ♣ evaluate and 
analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design ♣ 
know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and 
understand the historical and cultural development of their art 
forms. 
 
Content: to use a range of materials creatively to design and make 
products ♣ to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and 
share their ideas, experiences and imagination ♣ to develop a wide 
range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space ♣ about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 
 
Colour mixing. Clay. Using computer to create an image. Self-
portrait/animal magic. Kandinsky/Klee. Castles. Using sand for 
texture. Fabric dying.  
 
 

Aims: ♣ produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording 
their experiences ♣ become proficient in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques ♣ evaluate and 
analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design ♣ 
know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and 
understand the historical and cultural development of their art 
forms. 
 
Content: to use a range of materials creatively to design and make 
products ♣ to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and 
share their ideas, experiences and imagination ♣ to develop a wide 
range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space ♣ about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 
 
Collage faces, Brian Pollard, mixed media backgrounds and 
landmarks.  
Self- portraits and family portraits. 
World map, native American, icy habitats, Easter Island sculpture, 
Indian. 



 


